LONE STAR LUNKERS BASS CLUB

Revision 3.0

TOURNAMENT RULES AND GUIDELINES

The Lone Star Lunkers Bass Club actively supports and is morally obligated to strict adherence of all Federal, State and local laws governing fishing and boating.  These tournament rules and guidelines are established to expand on those subjects not expressly governed by law and have application to safety, sportsmanship, fishing and tournament standings.  The Tournament Director has total authority, even in judgment decisions, and his rulings must be adhered to without question. Each competitor is subject to the scrutiny of the Tournament Director at all times.  FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH THE DIRECTOR’S RULINGS OR CLUB RULES WILL BE GROUNDS FOR TOURNAMENT DISQUALIFICATION AND POSSIBLE REVOCATION OF CLUB MEMBERSHIP WITHOUT REFUND OF MEMBERSHIP OR TOURNAMENT FEES. 

I.
ELIGIBILITY

Tournaments are open to all club members in good standing.  Guests may participate and compete for “big bass” money only.  Guests must fish with a club member in good standing. 

II.
REGISTRATION

A tournament fee of $10.00 will be required from each member who wishes to participate in a club tournament.  ALL FEES MUST BE PAID BEFORE THE TOURNAMENT STARTS OR ARRANGEMENTS MADE WITH THE TOURNAMENT DIRECTOR OR ANOTHER CLUB OFFICER.  If a tournament is canceled, appropriate refunds will be made.  If a member pays for a tournament but cannot fish, the tournament fee will be refunded or carried over to the next tournament.  Guests will pay a $5.00 entry fee and compete for “big bass” money only.

III.
START 

Participants may launch at the ramp of their choice and proceed to their preferred location, even before the designated tournament start time.  Tournament participants who begin fishing before the start time will be disqualified.

IV.
BOATS 

Each participant’s boat, whether member’s or guest’s, is subject to the inspection by an officer of the club.  If at any time, a boat is deemed unsafe or not in compliance with the law, it will be disqualified from use.  Boats are required to have an adequate live-well system. 

V.
SAFETY 

Approved life vests / preservers must be worn when the main (outboard) engine is in use and the boat is on plane.  Any person not wearing the life vest while the boat is on plane will be disqualified.  Any person deemed intoxicated or inebriated from the use of alcohol or drugs will be disqualified from the tournament.

VI. SPORTSMANSHIP

1.
No fishing is allowed within 150 feet of any other tournament participant without the permission of the fisherman who was at the location first. 

2.
Each angler is required to attend weigh-in in person or notify a member of the club  that they will not be able to attend.  If an angler does not attend or notify that they will not attend then that day’s tournament participant points are forfeit (i.e. 10 points for a 1 day tournament or 5 points for each day of a 2 day tournament).

VII.
ANGLING RULES

1.
Only Largemouth, Guadalupe, Smallmouth and Kentucky Spotted Bass will be scored. 

2.
Bass must be caught on artificial bait.  Pork rinds may be used. 

3.
No trolling is allowed utilizing the main engine. 

4. Only one rod and reel may be used at a time. 

5. Size limits will be as per current Texas Parks and Wildlife unless the lake being fished has additional restrictions.

VIII.
SCORING

1.
All bass will be scored by weight.  The final weight, after penalties, will be used for awarding all places as well as “big bass” for each tournament. 

2.
Creel sizes and limits will comply with the regulations for the lake.  

3.
Only bass caught by the individual competitor on tournament waters are legal for scoring. 

4.
No iced, frozen or pale-gilled fish will be weighed.  There will be a .25 pound  penalty imposed for each dead fish weighed. 

5.
All questionable fish will be measured prior to weigh-in using a Golden Rule.  Contestants bringing a fish to weigh-in, that is more than one-eighth inch under the minimum size limit, will be disqualified.  All fish less than minimum length required will be released immediately and not weighed. 

6.
Competitors late to the weigh-in site will be assessed a penalty of .25 pounds per minute, deducted from their aggregate bag weight for the tournament.  Participants who are 15 or more minutes late will not be allowed to weigh fish.  You are not late so long as your boat is within the no wake zone of the weigh-in site prior to weigh-in time. 

IX.
AWARDS: 

Tournament fees will be awarded as follows:

1. “Big bass” pot consisting of $2.00 per contestant per tournament day, $5.00 per guest per tournament day, is 100% payback. The participant (including guests) with the heaviest bass for the weekend will receive the big bass pot.

2. $1.00 of the remaining $8.00 per contestant per tournament day will be placed in the club treasury.

3. Tournament payout varies according to the number of anglers who register and fish a tournament:

a. For tournaments with 10 or more anglers who register and fish, 1st place will receive 50% of the remainder; 2nd place will receive 30% of the remainder; and 3rd place will receive 20% of the remainder.

b. For tournaments with more than four (4) and less than ten (10) anglers who register and fish, 1st place will receive 60% of the remainder and 2nd place will receive 40% of the remainder.

c. For tournaments with less than five (5) anglers who register and fish, 1st place will receive 100% of the remainder.

d. Ties for 1st, 2nd or 3rd place:  Each tie for place position will be settled by combining any prize moneys for the two places and dividing the resulting ‘pot’ equally between the tied anglers. Ties for “Big Bass” weight will be settled by dividing the “Big Bass” monies equally between all tied competitors.

4. The club will retain any money that is not awarded.  

5. Guests may compete for the “big bass” pot only each tournament day.

X.
CLUB STANDINGS

Cumulative points will be credited to each club member to determine club standings for the calendar year.  These points will be used to determine the “Club Champion” and the “Top Six” fishermen.  The member weighing the heaviest stringer of bass will be awarded 50 points.  Second place will receive 45 points, third place, 40 points and fourth place, 35 points. Fifth place will receive 34 points, and there will be one less point for each successive place for each member that weighs at least one fish.  In the event of ties, the tied anglers will each receive points for the position tied for; any additional anglers weighing fish will receive points for their appropriate finishing position.  For example, two fishermen tied for first place will both be awarded first place points.  The next angler who caught fish would be awarded 3rd place points.   Ten (10) points are awarded to each angler participating in a tournament.  Anglers also are awarded 5 points each month for attendance at the monthly club meeting.  

XI.
RESTRICTED WATERS

Fishing restricted water during a tournament is prohibited and will result in a forfeit of bag weight for that day.  Prohibited waters include those within marker buoys designating the weigh-in site. 

XII.
LIVE RELEASE

LIVE RELEASE IS MANDATORY.  Trophy size fish, eight pounds and over, will be the exception to the release policy as long as the competitor will be having the bass mounted. 

XIII.
TOURNAMENT COMMITTEE

The tournament directory will assemble a tournament committee.  The tournament committee will consist of the Tournament Director and any appointed members. The tournament committee will be responsible for selecting the dates and lakes to be fished for the coming year. Tournament Director is responsible for presenting to the membership, the tournament schedule for the upcoming year at the November meeting.

XIV.
TOURNAMENT PROTOCOL

1.  Tournament Director will conduct fair, consistent weigh-ins.

2.  Tournament Director will designate an assistant at each weigh-in; who will validate any questionable measurements, and document weights as they are publicly announced.

3.  Tournament Directors decisions are final in regards to tournament disputes and grievances.

XV.
PROTESTS

Protests on any rulings must be signed and submitted in writing to the Tournament Director or Assistant Director designated for that tournament within 15 minutes after the completion of the final weigh-in.

XVI.
REMINDERS

Safety, sportsmanship, conservation and courtesy should always be of primary concern for members and guests of the club.  These must be considered both on and off the water.  State and local laws must be followed and violations will be grounds for disqualification.  Each competitor must ensure that they  have the proper equipment (i.e. safety equipment, live well, adequate measuring device etc..).

XVII.
AMENDMENTS

I.
Amendments to the Tournament Rules and Guidelines may be proposed by motion at any regular monthly meeting.  Voting for these motions will take place at the next regular monthly meeting (i.e. motions made in January will be voted on in February). 

II.
A majority vote of those members present and eligible to vote at the meeting is required for acceptance. 

III. Amendments that fail to pass may not be submitted again for consideration until at least three months later.

IV. Any proposed change that will effect the club standings after the season has begun will either require 100% approval of the members in good standing or the implementation will need to be delayed until the following season.
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